
 
 
 

 

Pate Rehabilitation Patients to Participate in  

Ninth Annual Chisholm Challenge Competition 
 

Horse show provides opportunity for patients recovering from acquired brain injuries  

to showcase their horseback riding achievements  

 

Dallas, TX - Jan. 5, 2012 - Pate Rehabilitation, delivering evidence-based treatment and support 

programs for individuals recovering from acquired brain injuries, announced today that two of their 

patients, Demetrio Hernandez and Rickey Young, will be participating in the 9th Annual Chisholm 

Challenge for Special Riders, a horse show for handicapped riders with various emotional, physical and 

mental disabilities. The competition will kick off the 2012 Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo and will be 

held on Jan. 10 at the Will Rogers Complex. 

 

Hernandez and Young are a part of Pate’s supported living program where patients receive specialized 

care and treatment in the least restricted way possible.  As a part of their animal assisted therapy 

activities, they have been riding horses for multiple years with Riding Unlimited, a non-profit 

organization that provides safe and affordable therapeutic horseback riding and carriage driving 

programs to children and adults with disabilities. Riding Unlimited has been a participant in the 

Chisholm Challenge for a number of years, where its riders have competed in classes such as English 

Equitation, Western Horsemanship, Showmanship, Barrels, Trail, Driving and Reining.  

 

Despite Hernandez’s brain injury and cortical blindness, and with his ongoing therapy treatments at 

Pate, he has been horseback riding for more than ten years with Riding Unlimited. “I receive so much joy 

from riding and interacting with the horses,” says Hernandez. “Working with the horses brings back fond 

memories of my youth.” 

 

Young’s ongoing therapies at Pate and his participation in therapeutic horseback riding have helped him 

achieve major milestones in his recovery. “I love the horses,” say Young. “They give me special support 

that I look forward to with every riding session.” 

 

Beginning at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, January 10th, Hernandez and Young will be participating in the English 

Equitation and Trail courses where they will maneuver their horses through various obstacles by giving 

vocal and rein commands. 

 

“We are thrilled for Mr. Hernandez and Mr. Young and look forward to seeing them in the Chisholm 

Challenge Competition,” says Kier Bison, PhD, clinical neuropsychologist and director of program 

development with Pate Rehabilitation. “This competition is a great way to demonstrate the many 

hurdles they have overcome and the new talents they have developed. It also brings inspiration to other 

individuals with acquired brain injuries who experience similar challenges and struggles during their 

recovery process.”  



 
 
 

To learn more about the Chisholm Challenge Competition, please visit its website: www.fwssr.com. 

  

To learn more about Riding Unlimited, please visit its website: www.ridingunlimited.org. 

 

 

About Pate Rehabilitation 

Pate Rehabilitation is dedicated to the treatment of individuals with acquired brain injuries, helping 

them return to the highest quality of life possible. With facilities in Anna, Dallas and Ft. Worth, Texas, 

Pate Rehabilitation provides personalized, evidence-based neuropsychological, cognitive, occupational, 

physical and speech therapies to advance and accelerate patient recovery. Recognizing that the impact 

of brain injury extends beyond the patient, Pate serves as a compassionate resource for family 

members, helping them meet the practical and emotional challenges of caring for persons with brain 

injuries. In addition to therapy, Pate is also the unsurpassed leader in research, advocacy and education 

to advance understanding in the prevention of, and effective care for, brain injuries. To learn more 

about Pate Rehabilitation or acquired brain injury and its treatment, please visit www.paterehab.com. 
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